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WATKINS MEEGAN SPONSORS 
3RD STRAIGHT TOURNAMENT 

For the past three years, Watkins Meegan 
has served as the chief sponsor of the Silver 
Star Golf Tournament, giving more than 
$30,000 to help VPSF organize the annual 
fundraiser. Since it was established in 1975, 
Watkins Meegan has been a stalwart supporter 
of the public safety community. One of the 
largest fi rms in the DC metropolitan area, 
they’ve supported the Silver Star Tournament 
since its inception four years ago.

Staffed with 230 professionals in three 
regional offi ces, Watkins Meegan serves 
individuals, partnerships, not-for-profi ts, publicly 
traded companies and government agencies. 

They offer tax services, business and 
fi nancial advisory services, internal auditing, 
outsourcing, litigation support and business 
valuations, information technology, healthcare, 
and other related services.

OFFICER TIMOTHY BENJAMIN 
SPEAKS AT VPSF GOLF TOURNAMENT

Remington Police Offi cer Timothy Benjamin spoke 
to guests at the Silver Star Golf Tournament on April 29 
about his experience receiving aid from VPSF following a 
serious line of duty injury. Remington is located in Fauquier 
County in Northern Virginia.

Offi cer Benjamin was dispatched to a domestic violence 
call on January 20, 2008. While traveling to the scene, a 
pickup truck crossed the median on Route 29 and hit his 
patrol car, sending it off the road and into a telephone pole. 
The driver of the pick-up was later convicted of driving 
under the infl uence.

Offi cer Benjamin was fl own by helicopter to INOVA 
Fairfax Hospital where he was treated for a fractured femur 
and broken hip. Doctors recommended that he undergo hip 
replacement surgery. 

VPSF provided fi nancial assistance to Offi cer Benjamin 
and his family during the extended leave required for his 
recovery. “This foundation was there for me when I needed 
them, and your support for VPSF has helped me and my 
family – Thank you,” Benjamin said.
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The Honorable George Allen
The Honorable Gerald Baliles
The Honorable Jim Gilmore
The Honorable Linwood Holton
The Honorable Charles Robb
The Honorable Mark Warner
The Honorable L. Douglas Wilder
Lt. Colonel Larry Burchett
Janet Clements
Assistant Chief C. Hadden Culp
Rick Fenrich
Cassi L. Fields
Ron Flanary
Sheriff Vernie W. Francis, Sr.
Dayton Haugh, Esq.
Timothy S. Hopkins
Colonel Gerald Massengill
Jeffery Mitchell
Julien G. Patterson
Curry Roberts
O. Randolph Rollins
State Senator Kenneth W. Stolle
Frank S. Warren, Jr.
Rafe Wilkinson, Jr.
Dennis I. Belcher
John E. Hamner
Warren David Harless, Esq.
Richard N. Harris
Hugh D. Keogh
J. Mathews Pope, Esq.
Robert Pope
S. Buford Scott
John B. Werner, Esq.
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Nearly 100 VPSF supporters, including 
police offi cers and fi re fi ghters, participated in 
the fourth annual Silver Star Golf Tournament 
at Augustine Golf Club in Stafford, Virginia on 
April 29. The event raised $34,500 for VPSF. 
“I’m pleased with our ability to put on a really 
great event and raise quite a bit of money for 
VPSF in these tight economic times,” said 
tournament director Jim Fitzpatrick. In 2008, 
the tournament raised $35,300. 

The Silver Star tournament began in 2006 
and has been the major source of revenue for 
VPSF ever since. Proceeds from the golf 
tournament go directly to funds fulfi lling 
the mission of VPSF: to provide immediate 
cash grants to the families of public safety 

GOLF TOURNAMENT RAISES $34,500 FOR VPSF
offi cers killed or injured in the line of duty 
and to provide the families with scholarships 
for their education. 

A team of golfers from northern Virginia 
claimed the fi rst place trophy: Bill Turk, 
Jeff Tuten, Eddie Isler and Jeff Brown. The 
second place foursome was Paul Schweitzer, 
Laurent Myers, Demertri Kovtrouvelis and 
Tyler Bentsen. The male and female golfers 
with the longest drives were Jeff Tuten and 
Allison Lussier. Phil Huges at 4’8” and Jessica 
Loveland at 31’2” were the golfers hitting 
closest to the hole. 

With easy access to both Richmond and 
Northern Virginia supporters, Augustine Golf 
Club has hosted the tournament for four years.

2009 First Place Team: Bill Turk, Jeff Tuten, Eddie Isler and Jeff Brown

2009 Second Place Team: Paul Schweitzer, Laurent Myers, Demertri Kovtrouvelis and Tyler Bentsen
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THIS NEWSLETTER 
IS SPONSORED BY

I hope this newsletter fi nds you 
and your family well.
The last few months have been 
busy for VPSF.
First, my thanks to all of the 
sponsors and golfers who 
participated in this year’s golf 
tournament on April 29. The 
tournament is our largest annual 
fundraiser and it makes possible 
all that we do throughout the 

year for Virginia’s public safety offi cers. On behalf of the 
entire board of directors, I want to thank Jim Fitzpatrick 
who has served as our tournament director for four 
years. Jim has given hundreds of hours to organizing 
every aspect of this event. His fundraising efforts on 
behalf of VPSF have made the foundation stronger and 
its path forward more certain. 
In June, Governor Kaine appointed three enormously 
talented and qualifi ed individuals to serve on the Medal 
of Valor review board that recommends the recipients of 
the Governor’s annual Medal of Valor award for heroic 
service in the line of duty. Cynthia Garrett, Don Hansen 
and Charise Thompson will each serve three-year terms. 
For a better understanding of VPSF’s important work, 
read the profi le of Corporal Eric Sutphin on Page 3, who 
illustrates through his sacrifi ces in the line of duty the 
very reason we exist.
On Page 4 you will fi nd a profi le of Offi cer Timothy Benjamin. 
He was assisted by VPSF’s Injured Offi cer Fund, which 
provides for offi cers who can’t immediately return to work 
following an injury in the line of duty. It’s just one example 
of the many ways VPSF is changing to accommodate the 
needs of our public safety offi cers in 2009.
Finally, I hope you’ll indulge me in a request for your 
continued support. If you’re reading this letter, it’s 
because you have some relationship with VPSF. If 
you’re a current member, thank you for your support. 
It makes a world of difference to the families of public 
safety offi cers killed in the line of duty. If you used to be 
a member but haven’t been in touch with us for a while, 
I hope you will consider making a contribution in 2009. 
While we always pray that our services are never needed, 
we are often called upon and we must be prepared when 
the time comes. Your gift directly impacts the families of 
fallen public safety offi cers. 
When you’re fi nished reading it, please give this 
newsletter to a friend or colleague who might enjoy a 
relationship with VPSF. 
Sincerely,
Jeff Mitchell
President, VPSF

LODD PROFILE: 
ERIC SUTPHIN 

Corporal Eric Sutphin 
of the Montgomery County 
Sherrif’s Offi ce was 
awarded the Medal of Valor 
by Governor Mark Warner 
in 2005. He received the 
award for his extraordinary 
efforts to assist a fellow 
offi cer killed in the line of duty.

In the early morning hours of May 9, 2003, Corporal 
Sutphin responded to an “offi cer down” call from 
Christiansburg. When he arrived on the scene, which was 
a local convenience store, he could see an offi cer hanging 
out of the door of his police car. He would later learn it 
was Offi cer Scott Hylton of the Christiansburg Police 
Department, who had been shot and killed.

He also saw a car leaving the scene without headlights 
and, thinking quickly, Sutphin used his car to stop the 
getaway vehicle, slamming into the driver’s side door and 
pushing the car onto the curb. When the cars came to a 
stop, the driver opened fi re on Sutphin, hitting him twice, 
once under his right arm and once on his shoulder. Sutphin 
returned heavy fi re and pursued the assailant on foot before 
cornering him behind a nearby dumpster. When the man 
redrew his weapon to resume fi ring on Sutphin and the 
other offi cers who had now arrived on the scene, Sutphin 
shot and killed him, 21-year-old Christopher Holmes.

Though Sutphin recovered from his gunshot wounds, 
he left the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Offi ce after the 
incident. Worried about the risks of his profession for 
his wife and young family, he left public safety for a 
less stressful job in sales. However, he returned to police 
work less than a year later. 

Two years after returning to the force, Sutphin 
sustained fatal gunshot wounds in the line of duty. 

Sutphin was searching for escaped prisoner William 
Morva near the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg 
when he came across Morva, who opened fi re and 
killed Sutphin.

Sutphin left behind a wife and twin daughters who 
are now 10 years old. 

VPSF provided assistance to Corporal Sutphin’s 
wife immediately following his death in 2006. Moreover, 
VPSF assisted the family of Offi cer Scott Hylton 
following his death in 2003. 

Whether responding to a Line of Duty Death or 
helping to give the highest honor that the state awards to 
public safety offi cers, VPSF has been working to support 
offi cers and their families for 15 years.

Corporal Eric Sutphin

GOVERNOR KAINE APPOINTS 3 TO MEDAL OF VALOR REVIEW BOARD
On May 6, Governor Tim Kaine appointed three new 

members to the Medal of Valor Review Board. Donald 
Hansen of Elliston, Cynthia Garrett of Ruckersville and 
Charise Thompson of Warrenton will serve terms beginning 
in 2009 and ending in 2011. They replace Larry Gwaltney, 
Gary Dalton, and Raymond Bell, respectively. 

Don Hansen is a branch chief with the Virginia 
Department of Fire Programs and a volunteer fi refi ghter in 
Roanoke County. He has worked in fi re and rescue service 
for 26 years. He is fi lling the Medal of Valor Review Board 
seat reserved for a volunteer fi refi ghter.

Cindy Garrett is an EMT with the Madison County 
Department of Emergency Medical Services and a mother 

of three. She fi lls the seat reserved for an EMT.
Charise Thompson is a second lieutenant with the 

Fairfax County Sheriff’s Department where she serves as 
Special Projects and Reserve Deputy Coordinator. She lives 
in neighboring Fauquier County. She fi lls a seat reserved 
for a sheriff’s offi cer.

The Medal of Valor Review Board was created by act of 
the General Assembly in 2002. It recommends to the Governor 
candidates to receive the Medal of Valor. Members are appointed 
by the governor to serve three-year terms. The board is 
required to be comprised of a police offi cer, deputy sheriff, paid 
fi refi ghter, volunteer fi refi ghter, corrections offi cer, volunteer 
rescue squad member, and one citizen representative.

JIM FITZPATRICK HONORED FOR DEDICATION TO VPSF 
Jim Fitzpatrick, golf tournament 

director for VPSF’s Silver Star Golf 
Tournament for the past four years, 
was honored for his service with 
a plaque presented by VPSF Vice 
President Hadden Culp during this 
year’s tournament award ceremony 

on April 29 at Augustine Golf Club in 
Stafford County. Fitzpatrick is hanging 
up his cleats and retiring as tournament 
director. In leading the foundation 
through four tournaments, Fitzpatrick 
has helped to raise more than $100,000 
for the fund benefi ting the families 

of public safety 
offi cers killed or 
injured in the line 
of duty.

“In a time when 
our economy is so 
tight, you can still 
depend on support 
for the public 
safety community. 
After all, they are 

always there for us – we need to be 
there for them when they need us,” 
Fitzpatrick said. 

When not on the golf course, 
Fitzpatrick works as corporate 
development manager for OMNIPLEX 
World Services Corporation, a major 
tournament sponsor, in Fairfax. 
VPSF Director Julien G. Patterson is 
President & CEO of OMNIPLEX.

“Jim has done an outstanding job 
– we would not have had the success 
we have had without his leadership, 
his talent and his great commitment 
to Virginia’s public safety offi cers 
and VPSF. We will miss him terribly,” 
said Patterson. “We won’t let him go 
that easily though.”

Jim Fitzpatrick and Hadden Culp

2009 SPONSOR LIST
Aronson Capital Partners
Arnold & Porter, LLP
Aspen Motion Technologies
Corporate Offi ce Properties Trust
Delta Marine Construction
Drive-to-Work
Fields Consulting Group
HH Hunt
Holland and Knight
Isler Dare Ray Radcliffe & Connolly PC
Larry and Linda Burchett, 
Keller Williams Realty
LeClair Ryan
Lorenger & Carnell PLC

Miller’s Offi ce Products
N.O.V.E.C.
Prince William Marina
Rutherfoord
SecTek, Inc.
Studley, Inc.
Thompson Coburn LLP
Trusted Mission Solutions
Unitex Direct
Virginia State Firefi ghters Association
Virginia State Police Association
Watkins, Meegan, Drury & Company, LLC
Westfi elds Business Owners Association
OMNIPLEX World Services Corporation
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