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Governor McDonnell Recognizes Heroism in Public Safety
~Honors Three with Medal of Valor and Meritorious Service Medal at 7th Annual Event~
RICHMOND – Governor Bob McDonnell today presented Virginia’s highest honors for heroism in public safety, the Medal of Valor and Meritorious Service Medal, to three recipients at a ceremony at the State Capitol in the Old House Chamber. 

Created by Virginia law and administered by the Virginia Public Safety Foundation, the awards honor men and women in public safety who have gone above and beyond the call of duty in service to their fellow citizens.  This year’s honorees include a State Trooper, a Tactical Team Medic with the Portsmouth Police Department and a Firefighter with the Alexandria Fire Department. 


Speaking at the ceremony this afternoon, Governor McDonnell remarked, “Virginia’s public safety officials put themselves in harm’s way every time they report for duty.  I cannot thank them enough for their service, sacrifice, hard work and dedication to protecting Virginia’s citizens.  The three individuals recognized today truly went above and beyond the call of duty and I want to commend them for their selfless acts.  I would also like to thank the Virginia Public Safety Foundation for the work they do to assist injured officers and the families of officers injured or killed in the line of duty.”
About the 2010 Honorees
Trooper Kurt T. Johnson is being recognized with the Medal of Valor for his heroic actions of February 6, 2009, when he retrieved a 15-month-old child who was trapped in a burning, overturned vehicle.  While conducting a routine patrol on U.S. Route 13 between Parksley and Accomac late in the evening of February 6, Trooper Johnson saw the light of a vehicle fire in the distance.  Upon arrival at the scene, he was informed by the driver, who had escaped from the vehicle with her two older children, that she was unable to retrieve her infant.  After discharging the contents of two fire extinguishers in an unsuccessful attempt to put out the fire, Trooper Johnson crawled into the vehicle in the face of the thick gray smoke that was gushing out of it.  He was able to reach the child on his second attempt but only after removing the car’s rear bench seat.  The child, who appeared unconscious and was unresponsive, was lodged underneath the driver’s side front dash of the car.  As Trooper Johnson was moving the child away from the vehicle it exploded and was immediately engulfed in flames.
The Meritorious Service Medal for Firefighter Doug Townshend comes as a result of his response to an incident on March 13, 2009.  Upon leaving his home that evening, Firefighter Townshend noticed flames coming out of the kitchen window of his brother’s house next door.  He attempted to enter the house through the front door but was unable to do so due to the intense smoke.  After trying other avenues, Firefighter Townshend finally had to use a sledgehammer to smash his brother’s bedroom window.  He entered a pitch-black bedroom, crawling around on the floor, calling for his brother to come toward his voice.  Upon locating his brother, who is 6’0” and 230 pounds, Firefighter Townshend grabbed him under his arms from behind and pulled him to the broken window, protecting his brother from the shattered glass with his own body.  Within minutes of pulling his brother to safety, the house became fully engulfed in flames.   

Tactical Team Medic Jeffrey Gerald Yates is being honored with the Meritorious Service Medal for treating a fellow officer while under fire during a stand-off on February 27, 2009.  Medic Yates deployed with the rest of his Tactical Response Unit/SWAT Team to a call involving an armed and barricaded suspect in the Churchland section of Portsmouth.  While on the scene, the suspect fired on the team, seriously wounding two of the officers.  While under gun fire from the suspect, Medic Yates crossed the line of fire and individually retrieved the two wounded officers, all while using his body to shield theirs to prevent any additional injuries.  While in the field, Medic Yates attended to the immediate medical needs of those officers during the ensuing gun battle and then evacuated them, across a large unprotected yard, back to the safety of the staging area.
About the Medal of Valor and Meritorious Service Medal
VPSF serves as the official administrator of the Commonwealth Public Safety Medal of Valor, an honor presented annually by the Governor of Virginia to public safety officers who have displayed extreme courage in the line of duty, above and beyond the expectations of their work, having risked their own lives to save another. VPSF also administers the Commonwealth Public Safety Meritorious Service Medal, which is awarded to officers who display heroism in the line of duty.  To learn more about the VPSF, please visit: http://www.vpsf.us/index.html.
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